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Beit Avi Chai

Located inthe heart of Jerusalem, Beit Avi Chai offers a wide variety of educational
workshops, literary evenings and poetry events, programs for children and
families, Jewish study activities for youth, musical performances, cinema, art
and sound, lectures and workshops, programs on and around Jewish holidays,
educational programs for soldiers and gap year programs, all of which relate to
Jewish/Israeli ideas and culture.

Visitors are invited to discover the treasures of Jewish/Israeli thought and
culture, to reflect on the past and the present, and to celebrate the heritage of

our people.

Beit Avi Chai's website, www.bac.org.il, brings the programs that take place
virtually every evening at 44 King George, as well as unique articles and on-
line projects that dovetail with Jewish/Israeli programming, to audiences far and
wide. The website includes a complete list of monthly programs, the ability to
purchase tickets and to find out about upcoming events. Many of Beit Avi Chai’s
programs are streamed live on the website as well as via Facebook Live and
other social mediums

Beit Avi Chai is home to a reading room, social area, student lounge,
multifunctional rooms for classes and workshops, as well as an auditorium and
courtyard. Virtually all of Beit Avi Chai's programming and activities are unique,
created by Beit Avi Chai's program department and website team.
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In Reply to Your Question:
When did Your Peace Begin?

On the wall of the café by the immigrants township
Ben-Gurion'’s hair blowing in the wind

hung near the sweet doughball face of Oum Kulthoum
in the same kind of frame.

This was in 1955 or'6, and | thought if they hang
aman and a woman side by side

they must be a bride and groom.

[Translation by Vivian Eden]

For a moment, let us leave irony and politics and view these portraits as would
Someck the child, gazing at Ben-Gurion, the State of Israel’s founding father,
and at legendary Egyptian singer Oum Kulthoum. Envision them as a couple:
somewhat odd, somewhat natural; poised, surprised, perhaps even passionate.

In the catalogue, near each of the portraits, the ars poetica text appears.
Select quotes also appear in the exhibition itself, together with a small library
displaying works by a number of the exhibited writers and poets. The exhibition
invites visitors to contemplate the portraits, leaf through the books, taking time
to better understand the writers and poets; and then, once there is time for
reflection, to visit the exhibition once again.

Amichai Chasson, Exhibit Curator
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and poems are mixed together, the very same quill is used to birth the dialogue
between these two mediums. To quote Yehuda Amichai’s remark to Someck in
an interview from the early 1990s: “l use the same pen for my writing as | do
for completing my income tax forms” These are words of poetry, enabling us
to encapsulate Ronny Someck: he uses the same pen to write poetry, draw his
subject, decorate a print — he may use a fine line, a scribble, apply a splash of
color, a quote, a phrase, paste on a postage stamp — and throughout this entire
act of creation, the same pen moves up and down the canvas.

A signature of Someck’s art is a minimalistic, yet highly significant addition to
the existing — the deft mark of a master. In one of our meetings, he recalled an
art class at the Hasharon High School where he studied. His teacher, Raffi Lavie,
would attach classical works of art to the back of a chair near his desk. Lavie would
then encourage his students to come forward and make their own additions. As
if by magic, Marcel Duchamp’s mustachioed Mona Lisa now sported sunglasses
and a Chai pendant. If one wants to discover Someck’s artistic roots, | suspect
one should look at the back of that old chair.

Viewed from up close, these portraits reveal Someck’s commentary on well-
known literary and poetic icons. Some of these interpretations are easy to
understand; others require greater insight, with details added based on the
subjects’ lives and writings. Each of these portraits can stand alone, yet are far

more powerful when viewed together.

In assembling the portraits for the exhibition, | recalled a wonderful poem by
Someck (from his collection, Rice and Paradise, published by Zmora-Bitan
Press, 1996):

89



Sketch Plus

Two Times Chai (the Hebrew word for life, Chai, has the numerical value of 18)
is an exhibit of thirty-six portrait prints depicting Jewish and Israeli writers and

poets from the 20th century created by poet and artist Ronny Someck.

Since the 1970s, Ronny Someck (born in Baghdad in 1951) has enjoyed wide
acclaim as a prolific and talented poet. While best known for his poetry, his
second passion — no less precious than the written word - is art. With this
dual talent, Someck continues the tradition of other Israeli poets — from Leah
Goldberg and Zelda to Pinhas Sadeh.

Yet Someck’s art is different. He does not limit his creations to the confines of a
frame. As he produces his poetry, Someck’s art breaks boundaries, capturing and

weaving their muse through his multidisciplinary talents.

The fusion of the visual and the verbal is natural for a poet of images and
metaphors like Someck. He employs an almost cinematic quality in his poetics,

enabling the viewer to see an image or a sequence of images. When images
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To Liora and Shirly



Two times

36 Jewish and lIsraeli Writers and Poets
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Ronny Someck

Two Times Chai

Thirty-six Jewish and Israeli poets and writers
from the 20" century

—— An Exhibit of Portrait Prints
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